CHAPTER X
REVENUE MINISTER IN BARODA

At the turn of the century, Baroda was one of the best-
administered Indian States in the country, and the Gaekwar
one of the most progressive rulers. He had noticed Romesh
Dutfs career as an adminstrator while he was still in ser-
vice, and as early as 1895 when Romesh Dutt was officiating
as Commissioner, Burdwan Division, the Gaekwar made an
offer to him to join Baroda Service. At that time, Romesh
Dutt had declined the offer, but had requested to be allow-
ed to consider it after, he retired from Government Service.
The Gaekwar renewed the offer in 1904 and invited
Romesh Dutt to serve as Revenue Minister of the State.
This time he accepted the offer and joined the Service of
the State in August 1904.

The appointment was generally welcomed both in India
and in England. Some critics, however, regretted the fact
that instead of serving the wider cause of the country as a
whole Romesh Dutt had decided to restrict his activities to
a comparatively small area. There was a good deal of force
in this criticism, for Romesh Dutt had been engaged in, and
had in fact substantially contributed to, laying the founda-
tion for a national movement in the country. His untiring
advocacy of the Indian cause in England had contributed
more to the creation of national consciousness in India than
to the general awareness of the Indian problem in England.
His researches in Indian Economics, and in particular liis
monumental work on the Economic History of India, gave
the much needed orientation to the subject from the point
of view of a colonial people. Compared to this wide field